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In 2017, the Latvian Society of Pharmacology (LSP) celebrates the 

45th anniversary. The Society was established in 1972 and its first 

President was Professor Modris Melzobs (1972  – 1994). From 1994 

till 2012, the Society was led by Professor Vija Klusa and since 2012 

by Professor Baiba Jansone. The pharmacological community in 

Latvia unite specialists from various research institutes (University of 

Latvia, Latvian Institute of Organic Synthesis, Rīga Stradiņš 

University, Latvian Biomedical Research and Study Centre, JSC 

“Grindeks” and others) involving research scientists, academics, 

industry specialists and students of life sciences about 50 active 

members. The LSP organizes biannual meetings and international 

conferences to discuss recent achievements in pharmacology, 

awards Honorary Members and commemorates outstanding Latvian 

pharmacologists. This year the society will commemorate the first 

president Prof. Modris Melzobs remembering his 90th anniversary. 

The LSP, in honor of Oswald Schmiedeberg (1838  – 1921), the 

founder of experimental pharmacology, who was born in Latvia (near 

Talsi) and whose grandparents were Latvians, has established the 

Oswald Schmiedeberg’s medal in 1998, which is awarded to 

Honorary Members of the Society. They received this medal for the 

important contributions in the field of pharmacology in Latvia, 

facilitating the development of the education and research in pharma-

cology. 

Today, pharmacology in Latvia has evolved into among the leading 

scientific disciplines and is recognized internationally. The main 

scientific areas of pharmacology include molecular pharmacology, 

neuropharmacology, drug discovery, particularly search for novel 

compounds capable to halt neurodegenerative, cardiovascular and 

endocrine diseases, the role of mitochondria and animal models in 

various diseases. Latvian pharmacologists have a fruitful collabora-

tion with specialists of Estonia, Lithuania, USA, Norway and other 

countries. More information about recent research achievements in 

pharmacology in Latvia is published in the special issue entitled 

‘Countries in focus: Pharmacology in the Baltic States’ in 

Pharmacological Research, 2016 [1]. 

Since 1997, the Society has affiliated with the Latvian Academy of 

Sciences. In 1994, the LSP has joined the IUPHAR and from 2010 

the Federation of European Pharmacological Societies (EPHAR). 
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