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Instructions for Authors 

Publication type:  

Title  

The title should be in bold, sentence case with no full stop at the end. 

Example: 

Results from experiments in this field 

Non-standard abbreviations should not be used in the title. 

Authors 

Author names should be in regular font, as first name (middle initials 

if applicable) and surname without full stop at the end. Author names 

should be separated by a comma, using ‘and’ before the last name in 

the author list. Where authors are from a number of different 

institutions, the appropriate institution number from the affiliation list 

should be given as a superscript number immediately after each 

author's name. The corresponding author should be indicated by an 

asterisk. 

Example: 

Maria Müller1, Peter Mayr2, Bill M. Fisher3 and John C. Walker4,* 

Please consult with your co-authors to make sure that name spelling 

is correct and consistent when one person is (co)author on several 

abstracts. Journal preference is spelling of names in the authors' 

language, i.e. including original diacritical marks (umlauts, accents, 

hooks etc.). 

If a paper is prepared on behalf of a scientific or other organisation, 

this must be declared in a brief statement following the items listed 

above. 

Affiliations 

Affiliations should include department, institute, town and country. 

Where there are multiple affiliations, these should appear in the order 

used against the author names (see above paragraph) and show the 

appropriate superscript number.  

Affiliations should be followed by the corresponding author’s e-mail 

address. 

Example: 

1Department, University, Town, Austria;  
2Department, University, Town, UK;  
3Department, University, Town, State, Canada;  
4Department, University, Town, State, USA 

*E-mail: n.name@domain.tld 

Abstract 

An abstract should be supplied which should summarise the inten-

tion, main findings and conclusions of the study. Speculations should 

not be included in the abstract (nor should they be part of the conclud-

ing paragraph of the main text); however, they may be discussed in 

the Discussion section of the article. 

Manuscripts written in a language other than English also require the 

preparation of an English title and abstract, which will be published 

together with the article. Alternatively, by agreement with the authors 

or copyright owners, the editorial board may compile an English 

abstract from the summarising section(s) of the article; such editorial 

abstracts will be published as supplementary material to the publica-

tion and will be available through the article’s web address (and will 

therefore be accessible from the same DOI). 

Main body of text 

Research papers should be clearly divided into Abstract, Introduction, 

Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, and References. 

Further subdivisions or deviations from this general structure (e. g. for 

position papers) are permissible if appropriate for the topic covered. 

Please use double line spacing. Type the text unjustified, without 

hyphenating words at line breaks. Use hard returns only to end 

headings and paragraphs, not to rearrange lines. 

Greek and other special characters may be included. If you are 

unable to reproduce a particular special character, please type out 

the name of the symbol in full and specify the character to be included 

in a separate, accompanying message. 

SI units should be used throughout (litre and molar are permitted, 

however). 

Make sure that receptors and ion channels are named following the 

recommendations of the nomenclature committees of IUPHAR and 

BPS (see http://www.guidetopharmacology.org). 

Abbreviations and acronyms should be used as sparingly as possible. 

They should be defined when first used in the text. 

Speculations about the potential significance of the data presented 

for future research or medical treatment of patients should not be 

included in the Abstract or in the concluding paragraph of the main 

text section; however, they might be included in the Discussion 

section, provided that it is made clear that  

Figures  

Figures must be electronically as separate files in TIF, JPG or GIF 

format. Care must be taken that resolution is high enough for pro-

cessing (typically a minimum of 300 dpi with dimensions enlarged to 

A5 or A4 size). Labeling of axes or any other parts of the figure must 

in a font size enough for being easily readably when reduced to one-

column (or for large figures two-column) size.  

For each figure a figure legend must be supplied that includes a figure 

heading and an explanatory text that describes all parts of the figure 

in a manner that readers may understand the figure without having to 

refer to the main text. The text of the figure legends should be 

included in the manuscript as a separate section (and not as part of 

the figure graphic file). 

Tables 

The number of tables should be kept to the minimum necessary to 

illustrate the findings of the study. Bear in mind that complicated 

tables are difficult for readers to understand and therefore pay 

attention to use a table layout that is as clear and self-explanatory as 

possible. 

For each table a table heading has to be supplied. Symbols in the 

table have to be explained in a table legend, which should be given 

as a separate section of the manuscript. 

Grant support or funding 

All sources of funding, whether academic (e. g. grant support) or non-

academic must be stated in a seprate Acknowledgements section. In 

case of grants or funding from non-academic / industrial sources, the 

nature of the support must be explained. 

References 

Please include references only if you feel that they are absolutely 

necessary. The number of references should be kept as small as 

possible. 

All references should be cited / called out consecutively in the text, 

using numbers in square brackets, e.g. ‘[1]’. Only papers that have 
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been published, or are in press, or are available through public 

e-print / preprint servers should be included in the reference list. 

Unpubished observations or personal communications may not be 

included in the list of references, but may, if unavoidable, be 

mentioned in the text, provided that these are clearly marked as such. 

Journal abbreviations should follow MEDLINE standards. For each 

reference, name all authors. Page numbers should be given in full 

(e. g. 1234 –1239, not 1234 –9). If possible, the DOI (digital object 

identifier) of the journal article should be supplied. 

If web addresses (URLs) are given as the resource of a citation, these 

should be provided in full and without adding any soft hyphens, 

spaces or line breaks. The (last) accession date must be given in 

parentheses following the URL citation. 

References should be laid out at the end of the abstract and preceded 

by the relevant reference number.  

Examples: 

1. Kargl J, Balenga N, Parzmair GP, Brown AJ, Heinemann A, 

Waldhoer M. The cannabinoid receptor CB1 modulates 

signalling properties of the lysophosphatidylinositol 

receptor GPR55. J Biol Chem, 2012; 287(53): 44234–

44248. doi:10.1074/jbc.M112.364109 

2. Klimas J: Basic Principles of drug interactions. In: 

Adameova A (ed): General Pharmacology for Pharmacists: 

Principles and Applications. 1st ed. Hauppauge: Nova 

Science Publishers, 2013. p. 137–142.  

3. European Medicines Agency: Good pharmacocovigilance 

practices. https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-

regulatory/post-authorisation/pharmacovigilance/good-

pharmacovigilance-practices (last accessed 28/01/2019) 

Conflict of interest declaration 

Declarations on potential conflicts of interest should be provided for 

all authors of the article. This should typically include all financial or 

personal relationships with industry, government agencies or public 

health system authorities or the like for recent years (e. g. for the last 

5 years). Conflict of interest declarations do not mean that authors 

are in fact conflicted, but should allow the reader to judge on their 

own the types of relationship of authors with non-academic parties, 

such as companies, government or public health system authorities. 

Manuscript submission 

All manuscripts and supporting materials have to be submitted 

exlusively in electronic form. Submissions on paper cannot be 

accepted. Submissions have to be sent to the Editor of the journal 

(editor@intrinsicactivity.org).  

Further information 

Requests for further information may be directed either to the Editor 

or to the editorial office (office@intrinsicactivity.org). 
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