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Instructions for Authors 
Publication type: MEETING ABSTRACT 

Title of abstract 

The title should be in bold, sentence case with no full stop at the 
end. 

Example: 

Results from experiments in this field 

Non-standard abbreviations should not be used in the title. 

Authors 

Author names should be in regular font, as first name (middle initials 
if applicable) and surname without full stop at the end. Author 
names should be separated by a comma, using ‘and’ before the last 
name in the author list. Where authors are from a number of 
different institutions, the appropriate institution number from the 
affiliation list should be given as a superscript number immediately 
after each author's name. The corresponding author should be 
indicated by an asterisk. 

Example: 

Maria Müller1, Peter Mayr2, Bill M. Fisher3 and John C. Walker4,* 

Please consult with your co-authors to make sure that name spelling 
is correct and consistent when one person is (co)author on several 
abstracts. Journal preference is spelling of names in the authors' 
language, i.e. including original diacritical marks (umlauts, accents, 
hooks etc.). 

If the authors are presenting an abstract on behalf of a study group, 
this information should not be included in the author list, but should 
appear in the Acknowledgements section. 

Affiliations 

Affiliations should include department, institute, town and country. 
Where there are multiple affiliations, each should be listed as a 
separate paragraph. Each institute should appear in the order used 
against the author names (see above paragraph) and show the 
appropriate superscript number.  

Affiliations should be followed by the corresponding author’s e-mail 
address. 

Example: 
1Department, University, Town, Austria 
2Department, University, Town, UK 
3Department, University, Town, State, Canada 
4Department, University, Town, State, USA 
*E-mail: n.name@domain.tld 

Main body of text 

The normal length of the abstract should be about 300–500 words. 
The absolute maximum length is one page in the pdf version of 
Intrinsic Activity, i.e. about 800 words including title, authors and 
affiliations. If the submitted text cannot fit into one pdf page, the 
authors will be requested to shorten the abstract to make it 
acceptable for publication. 

Please use single line spacing. Type the text unjustified, without 
hyphenating words at line breaks. Use hard returns only to end 
headings and paragraphs, not to rearrange lines. 

Greek and other special characters may be included. If you are 
unable to reproduce a particular special character, please type out 
the name of the symbol in full and specify the character to be 
included in a separate, accompanying message. 

SI units should be used throughout (litre and molar are permitted, 
however). 

Make sure that receptors and ion channels are named following the 
recommendations of the nomenclature committees of IUPHAR and 
BPS (see http://www.guidetopharmacology.org). 

Abbreviations and acronyms should be used as sparingly as 
possible. They should be defined when first used in the text. 

General abstract layout 

The following information is specific for abstracts of meetings of the 
Austrian Pharmacological Society (APHAR). Other organisers may 
allow differently structured abstracts for publication in Intrinsic 
Activity; however, the abstract layout should be consistent in all 
abstracts submitted from a given event. 

Abstract structure (APHAR) 

Please structure your abstracts in 4 separate sections (Background, 
Methods, Results, Discussion). Each of these sections should 
consist of one single paragraph, each starting with the section 
heading given above. 

Brief Acknowledgements (e.g. for grant support etc.) may be 
included and should be placed after Conclusions and before 
References as a separate paragraph (preferably, one sentence 
only). If the abstract is being presented on behalf of a study group, 
this information should be noted here rather than in the author list. 

References 

Please include references only if you feel that they are absolutely 
necessary. The number of references should be kept as small as 
possible. 

All references should be cited / called out consecutively in the text, 
using numbers in square brackets, e.g. ‘[1]’. Only papers that have 
been published, or are in press, or are available through public 
e-print / preprint servers should be included in the reference list. 

Journal abbreviations should follow MEDLINE standards. For each 
reference, name all authors. Page numbers should be given in full 
(e.g. 1234–1239, not 1234–9). 

References should be laid out at the end of the abstract and 
preceded by the relevant reference number. An example of a 
reference for a journal article follows. 

Example: 

1. Kargl J, Balenga N, Parzmair GP, Brown AJ, Heinemann A, 

Waldhoer M. The cannabinoid receptor CB1 modulates 

signalling properties of the lysophosphatidylinositol 

receptor GPR55. J Biol Chem, 2012; 287(53): 44234–44248. 

Figures or tables 

The use of figures or tables is discouraged. However, one figure or 
one table may be included if necessary. As a rough estimate, about 
200 words should be calculated for the space needed for an 
average figure or table. Again, the maximum length of the abstract 
is determined by the space available on one page of the pdf version 
of the abstract in Intrinsic Activity. The editor will make the final 
decision whether the submitted figure or table can be included in the 
abstract. Please submit abstracts including a figure or a table as 
early as possible to ensure proper processing by the journal. 

 


